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a message from Lead Pastor Greg Johnson

In a city filled with lonely people, isolated parents and folks who just don’t fit in,
I see something beautiful. I see Jesus building community.
I see it on Sunday mornings when a new family finds themselves surrounded by people
who already are loving them. An hour after the benediction, they’re still lapping it up like
famine victims at a buffet. It may be their first uninterrupted grown-up conversation in weeks.
Brand-new friends are keeping an eye on their little ones as they explore in wonder a wooden
maze of pews. That’s Jesus building community.
I see it on weekdays when moms gather outside by the Chapel to connect while the kids
build castles out of chunks of busted pavement. I see it on Tuesday afternoons when Muslims
and Buddhists and atheists from around the world gather together in a church building to
share a meal with Jesus-followers who love them. I see it on weeknights when men who all
their lives have hidden in shame gather together to support and encourage one another in
battling their inner demons.
God is building community. A gospel community. And it’s beautiful.
Building|Community
It’s a vision St. Louis needs. I pray continually that God would build this church into a safe
place to be a sinner. A safe place to pull off the mask. A safe community in which to be known.
A safe place to grow up. A safe to meet Jesus.
But it takes more than a sermon series to build gospel community. It takes Jesus.
And it takes you.
Imagine if the kids didn’t have to play with chunks of busted pavement. Imagine the kids frolicking among statues of a lion with lambs in a play garden. Imagine it’s fenced in so parents
didn’t have to nervously glance at the street. Imagine if people with disabilities could join in
without wondering whether they’ll find an accessible restroom. Imagine cyclists having a place
for their bicycle. Imagine sanctuary air conditioning that would enable us to welcome more
weddings, more conferences, more citywide gatherings… more community.
If the work of Jesus is to build this kind of gospel community in St. Louis—if that is his vision
for Memorial—then I want to get on board with what he’s already doing.
Because it’s not just about a building. It’s about Jesus building community.
And It’s beautiful.

SHARPENING THE TOOLS GOD HAS PROVIDED TO SERVE HIS KINGDOM

A gathering place for the bruised and broken, a place of healing, new life, worship and release from shame, this is a place
where Jesus is building gospel community. From the tower that shines as a beacon for the gospel in St. Louis to the stained
glass and gothic spires and the spaces they house— Memorial’s building and grounds are a tool in the hands of Jesus, a tool
dedicated to renewing the heart of St. Louis through his gospel.
It’s time to sharpen that tool. This is Building|Community
The communication phase of our Building|Community campaign has begun and during the next few weeks, we’ll expand
on the vision to optimize the building and grounds—inside and out—to be a better tool for Building|Community. We’ll
ask each of us, whether a student or retiree, to seek God’s leading as we discern our individual commitments. You’ll hear us
using the phrase “equal sacrifice, not equal gifts” to clearly acknowledge the equal value of gifts of any sizes based on God’s
leading.
But this is a call to sacrifice.
Since our last Capital Campaign from 2005-09, we’ve been observing the changing uses of the building and grounds and
gathering input from the congregation to inform which opportunities to tackle next. Based on that input, we’ve prioritized
a number of key improvements that will help the building better support where God is leading us, and reflect the church’s
commitment to renew the city.

THE CAMPAIGN IS FOCUSED INTO THREE KEY CATEGORIES:

COMMUNITY AND
INCLUSIVENESS:

RESTORATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE:

God’s love for people
displayed through design

Preserving the building and
repairing what’s broken

ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY:
Beautiful, sustainable landscaping
that stewards natural resources

WHY IS THIS NEEDED?

(OR SHALL WE ASK ‘FOR WHOM IS THIS NEEDED?’)

Consider the unique location
where God has placed us.
A 154-year-old congregation, Consider the unique location
where God has placed us. A 154-year-old congregation,
Memorial is located in the heart of St. Louis’s central
corridor, home to the city’s two research universities, its centers of commerce and the
arts, its museums, zoo, science center,
galleries, restaurants and hospitals—
and thousands of people, the creative
classes of St. Louis, the educators
and graduate students, IT professionals, artists, musicians and people
in the media who live, work or play
here. The diverse people of the central
corridor of St. Louis City and County
still represent an under-reached people
group right here in our midst.
For nearly a century God has used this edifice
next to Washington University to call people into the new
community of Jesus, to transform their callings through the
gospel, to impact the city and world beyond it with the message of Jesus’ love and saving grace for us.

Now consider what guests currently
encounter when they approach the
church from the outside.
While we have plenty of lawn area, children have no place
safely to play outside. There’s no place well suited for
after-church gatherings and quiet conversations and prayer
outdoors. From the east the sidewalks and grand front steps
are cracked and settling. From the west there is crumbling
asphalt pavement and deep potholes. The disabled among us
will find no entrances or restrooms in the church that meet
the standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
of 1990. We turn down requests to host weddings, conferences and city-wide gatherings because our 1959 sanctuary air
conditioning system is on its last legs and can’t be used two
days in a row except in special circumstances.

God has called us to steward a great tool for his mission in
St. Louis and beyond. But this is a tool in need of sharpening.
With sacrifice by all of us in support of the Building|Community campaign, this property can serve as a more powerful tool
to draw new people into our church family and to hear the
welcome of Jesus, and to help us create a loving
community.
After much study and prayerful
consideration, the Session, Staff, and
Capital Campaign Team have come
to believe that the time is right
for Memorial to raise special funds
needed to repair and restore and optimize the amazing building and its
grounds that God has provided. We
believe $600,000 in commitments
will begin “sharpening the tools” that
this property can serve
as a more powerful tool to create
a loving community

God has given us as an instrument of renewal in the city. The
gifts that we offer up for the Building|Community campaign
should be gifts that are above and beyond our current giving
that supports the annual church budget.
This is a 12-week process, of which we are currently in
week six. During this process, we will ask all families and
individuals to prayerfully consider and commit an amount
that they feel God is calling them to give over a three-year
period. We will provide updates each week during the next 6
weeks, delving more deeply into what the Building|Community campaign is all about. At our worship service on April
29th, the church will provide commitment cards, inviting all
to pray and consider making a three year, weekly or monthly,
Building|Community commitment. The total of all the commitments will be announced during a “Celebration Service”
on Sunday, May 20th.

A Love for the Disabled?
ADA Accessibility and Interior Improvements
When Lead Pastor Greg Johnson recently preached on the

topic of Love for the Disabled, he pointed out that one in six
Americans is disabled, which can include such challenges as
vision/hearing impairment, autism spectrum disorder, as well
as cognitive, genetic, chromosomal, and of course physical disabilities. Short of sudden death in perfect health, most of us will
end up disabled in some form. Writer and professor Nancy Eiesland coined the phrase “temporarily able-bodied” to describe
those of us who live without a disability for the time being.
God shows us clearly in 1 Corinthians 12 the critical role
that all parts, especially the disabled, play in the body of Christ:
“on the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable,” and “If one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” We
cannot be the church or the family of God if people with disabilities are not included in the center of the community. They
are integral parts of the body and must be a priority, not an
afterthought on the periphery of our community.

But Memorial’s facility has been ill-equipped to accommodate the needs of the disabled. Imagine how it feels struggling
to enter the building with a disability when the ramp is too
steep (or there isn’t a ramp) and stairs are too painful to climb.
The office entry door at Alexander is heavy and difficult to open
even for the able-bodied. Imagine requiring the use of a wheelchair but not finding a single restroom that allowed you to use
the toilet in privacy without assistance. We’ve seen grandparents at a wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall who’ve had
to be taken back to a hotel during a wedding at Memorial so
that they could use a restroom without assistance. It doesn’t
have to be this way and we can change it.
Working with architects at Saint Louis Design Alliance,
we’ve identified multiple points in our building where ADA-accessible entrances and restrooms can be built so that all will feel
like equal parts of the body. While a 92 year old building will
never be able to completely meet modern building codes, there
are a few relatively simple steps we can take to make sure that
the main sections of our building are accessible to all.

These projects include:
R
 ebuilding the Alexander office entry ramp and entry

A
 dding an ADA-accessible unisex family restroom on

B
 uilding a new ADA-accessible ramp and entry door

A
 dding a full-size wheelchair lift from the porte cochere

door to meet ADA requirements
system for The Chapel

the lower level near the Youth Room (below center)
(covered) entry to the Fellowship Hall (below right)

A
 dding an ADA-accessible unisex family restroom on

the main level near the Nursery (below left)

Main level ADA restroom
and Nursery Improvements

Basement ADA restroom
near Youth Room

Fellowship Hall wheelchair lift

Project Spotlight:

Chapel Entry Play Garden
by Ted Spaid

Imagine viewing Memorial from the outside as a first
time guest, neighbor, or curious passerby. While the

impressive gothic architecture houses many rooms and spaces
for worshiping the Lord and gathering together, there are few
signs from the outside of the warm and loving gospel community thriving within, or our love for children and the arts. As
we look towards Building|Community, the Chapel Entry Play
Garden is designed to welcome the arts community and to
love our families and children. There is nothing like a garden
to enjoy, restore, celebrate and just have fun for all who come.
When reflecting on God’s word I often think of the many

references that speak to gardens as a place to gather, celebrate
and rest.
The Chapel Entry Play Garden is a key cornerstones of the
Building|Community campaign. The restoration and transformation of this space will serve as a highly visible improvement
serving many Memorial ministries. Currently the expanse of
dilapidated asphalt and concrete along with the trash dumpster and wooden access ramp to The Chapel do not present a
welcoming entry to our church family and guests.
It’s easy to see that the entrance to The Chapel requires
renovation, but did you know that Memorial once had a small

All core principles of the Building|Community campaign is addressed in this project:
 Community & Inclusion

 Environment & Sustainability

 Restoration & Infrastructure

“Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places And her wilderness He
will make like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found
in her, Thanksgiving and sound of a melody.”

Isaiah 51:3

Years of deferred maintenance and repairs provide us with an opportunity
to envision a new and welcoming approach to our historic facilities. A
transformation that will honor the past but look to the future of Memorial
Presbyterian Church as we extend the welcome of Jesus to our community.

play area along Skinker Boulevard surrounded by a chain link
fence? About 15 years ago an out of control car crashed through
the fence (thankfully with no children present) and did significant
damage to the area. It was decided to not repair or renovate the
play area in that location but to instead consider a relocated and
safer play space. Based on several design studies along with congregational input, it was decided that a fenced Play Garden would fit
well alongside the Alexander and Chapel entrance while also creating a welcoming approach to the church. For several decades the
Chapel had been underutilized until the emergence of The Chapel
– Sanctuary for the Arts in 2007, which was made possible in part
through our previous capital campaign. Since then, the obvious
need to create a safe and welcoming entrance to The Chapel and
Alexander side of the property has only grown.
The vision for the garden revolves around the idea of creativity
and the welcome of Jesus. Whether it’s the creative mind of an artist or the imagination of a child, the garden seeks to serve all who
enter through its gates. A key component is safety and accessibility. Both the Alexander (church office) and Chapel entrances will
incorporate a new accessible ramp meeting today’s ADA standards.
An ornamental fence and decorative gates will help provide a safely
contained space for children while still being inviting to guests.
The focal feature of the garden will be a stone carved lion (think:
Aslan) along with three lambs. Conceptually inspired by Turtle
Playground in Forest Park, these playful sculptures will engage
both children and adults to play and sit. A local artist will be
commissioned to carry out this one-of-a-kind feature that will be
a delight for all. The inspiration is both from “The Chronicles of
Narnia” and various themes within the Bible.

Memorial is working with local sculptor Abraham Mohler on concepts for
the lion sculpture carved from stone. Mohler has stated that he views his
duty as an artist as one of “sifting through the rubble pile left by modern
and post-modern ideas and finding the broken but valuable material from
which to reconstruct and re-present a vision of the True, the Noble, and
the Beautiful.”

“The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion
will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s
food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, Says the LORD”
Isaiah 65:25
A space to build relationships

Another key feature is that the garden will include an
open lawn and deliberate spaces for games, storytelling and special events—seating terrace, bike parking,
benches, new lighting and of course a multi seasonal
landscape will enhance the user experience. Our hope is
that the garden will provide a beautiful space for:
 Sunday School programs
 Youth Group activities

 Homeschool co-op
programs

 Fellowship

 Multi-generational play

 Outdoor music concerts

 Small Group hang out

 Wedding/family pictures
 Sunday picnics after worship
 Contemplation and prayer

When completed the garden will provide a comprehensive and
multipurpose transformation of the west side of the property that
will include: the covered drop-off area to the Fellowship Hall, improved trash storage, Alexander and Chapel entrance accessibility,
repaired paving, improved drainage, and landscape improvements.
The following site plan gives a better idea of all of the planned
improvements.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Ted Spaid is a Memorial Elder and a co-founding partner of SWT Design, whose firm has donated the design and construction documents for the Chapel
Entry and Play Garden project. SWT Design is a nationally known landscape architecture and urban design firm specializing in parks and recreation for
more than 20 years. SWT has designed such local park transformations as the top of Art Hill, St. Louis Zoo Flight Cage, and Upper Muny Lot in Forest
Park, and Chapman Plaza in Clayton’s Shaw Park. Feel free to contact Ted should you like to know more about the design.

Common Questions about the Campaign
Q. What is the Building|Community Campaign?
A. It’s a 6-week effort to challenge ourselves to give sacrificially
to build gospel community through enhancements to Memorial’s
building and grounds. Commitments to this campaign should
be in addition to any current tithes or support of our church’s
budget and mission. The communication phase of the campaign
starts this week, culminating with the April 29 worship service what we’re calling our ”Foundation Building” service, when we’ll
encourage everyone at Memorial to seek God’s leadership as they
determine their three year, weekly or monthly, commitments.
We will ask for all commitments to be made by May 20 when we
can announce the grant total at our Celebration Sunday worship
service.
Q. H
 ow realistic of a goal is $600,000?
That seems like a lot of money!
A. A general rule of thumb when it comes to church capital
campaigns is that a church is typically able to raise the equivalent
of one year of their annual church operating budget. This would
make $600,000 an achievable target for us, but still a bold challenge requiring us to step out in faith to reach the goal. In our last
“Beacon for the Gospel” campaign from 2006-2009, we were able
to raise a bit over $450,000 even as we entered the “Great Recession.” This enabled us to re-paint the entire sanctuary, renovate
the parlors, Fellowship Hall, most of the children’s spaces, and the
Chapel that had been vacant for years, plus many other projects. In
keeping with the campaign slogan, we were able to brightly illuminate the church exterior and tower to serve as a visual “Beacon”
for the gospel in St. Louis!
Q. Th
 e building seems to function and operate reasonably well.
Does it really need that much work?
A. Our building has been appraised for insurance replacement
purposes at over $20 million, and requires sizeable maintenance
and investment to keep it safely operating. The crumbling driveways, leaking pipes, and outdated restrooms have long been calling
for a major capital investment to best serve Memorial’s mission.
The sanctuary’s air conditioning system is on its last legs and drastically limits the amount of events we can host during the warm
months of the year.
Q. Will my commitment be made public in any way?
A. No. Jesus tells us that our giving should be in secret. We
know that we’re all susceptible to the mix of emotions that come
with giving - things like pride, shame, guilt, fear, people-pleasing
and manipulation. Instead, a confidential commitment card with
a privacy envelope will be mailed from the church to your home.
After individuals and families have filled out their commitment
cards, they will either mail them or bring their commitment cards
back to the church and they will remain confidential except for
recordkeeping and tax purposes.

Q. What if I can’t fulfill my commitment?
A. We encourage you to spend time in prayer about how God
wants you to be a part of this vision for our church community.
Some people will find that God enables them to give more than
their commitment. Others may find that God brings changes in
their circumstances that require them to lower their commitment
as a matter of good stewardship. That’s okay. God is in control.
Q: How will we give our commitment?
A. Giving will be available through all of the current ways such
as by check, Memorial’s app, or through your own bank.
Q. Why use a commitment card?
A. Commitment cards enable us to indicate our plans to support
the capital campaign effort in a simple yet confidential way, and
to structure that amount in manageable amounts over time. It’s
important for the church to have a degree of confidence about the
total amount committed in order to move forward with construction. The church will mail your commitment card to your home
during the week of April 30, and a letter accompanying your card
will explain what to do. Please indicate your commitment on the
card and bring or mail it to the church as soon as you are able.
Our goal is to have all commitment cards completed and returned
by Sunday, May 20th, so that the total of all commitments can be
announced that morning at the Celebration Service, which marks
the conclusion of our public campaign and the beginning of the
giving period.
Q. When will most of the projects be completed? Will it take 3
years for us to see the results of our giving?
A. We plan to begin the renovation and improvement projects
throughout the three-year period as soon as the gifts begin to be
received. Our hope is that we might even be able to start work on
a few of these projects as soon as this summer in 2018.
Q. If there are multiple people in my household, should we
make a family commitment?
A. It can be made as one family commitment or divided among
members of the family. Extra cards will be available if individual family members (teenagers or children, for example) wish to
make their own commitments. This is an excellent opportunity
for the young members of our church family to learn about and
experience sacrificial giving at a young age by making their own
commitment and sacrifice for the campaign. You will find extra
commitment cards in the Church at the entrances to the church
sanctuary.
“I will not give to the Lord my God offerings which cost
me nothing.”
2 Samuel 24:24

Equal Sacrifice, Not Equal Gifts

BuildingICommunity
Project List

We are using the theme, equal sacrifice, not equal gifts, in the
BuildingICommunity campaign. It means that families and individuals
are encouraged to give in the same spiritual attitude of sacrifice rather
than in the same amount.

Below is a list of the highest priority projects
we hope to accomplish as a result of the
Building|Community campaign, arranged by
community-building focus.

What is sacrifice?
In Old Testament times, sacrifice meant giving up something of value - something
good - for something of greater value. Such sacrifice is an expression of our utter
dependence on a God of grace to generously give us all things. The Hebrews were
taught to give their very best when making an offering to God. The value of the gift
wasn’t measured by its amount, but by its sacrifice. When a friend offered to buy a
piece of land for David to give to the Lord, David said, “I will not give to the Lord
my God offerings which cost me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24)
Throughout our lives, we regularly sacrifice for things we think are important,
such as a home, an education, a business, or our future needs. Here we have an opportunity to give sacrificially to strengthen the work of our Christ’s church in welcoming St. Louis into the community of Jesus right now, and for future generations.
One of the best examples of Equal Sacrifice, Not Equal Gifts, is the poor widow
recorded in both Mark’s and Luke’s gospels. Jesus observed the rich putting their
gifts in the temple treasury and the poor woman giving her two very small coins.
Jesus sees the heart of the giver, rather than the amount, and stated definitively that
“this poor widow has put in more than all the others.” (Luke 21:3)
We can’t give extravagantly to Jesus until we’ve received extravagant grace from
Jesus. Let’s encourage each other to pray about a truly sacrificial commitment so that
our Savior might free us up for a truly radical generosity.

We strongly believe that all of these projects
will have a significant impact on our church
mission to better serve the city in Jesus.

A Commitment or a Pledge?
Individuals and families in our church will have an opportunity soon to indicate
on a commitment card their plans to give sacrificially over the next three years in
support of our Building|Community renovation projects. We’re purposely using
the word commitment instead of pledges, so what’s the distinction?
For one thing, a commitment involves an effort to discover and follow God’s leading. A commitment to give certainly means more than just the dollars committed.
It’s a decision to allow ourselves to be used by God in line with Paul’s commendation of some Macedonian Christians, “They first gave themselves to the Lord” (2 Cor.
8:5).
A commitment is also a way of trusting God. We never know what might happen tomorrow, much less over the next three years. Because we’ve earnestly sought
and followed God’s leadership, we believe God will enable us to fulfill our commitment, and we trust him to provide rather than through our own efforts and striving.
Fear of the future need not hinder us from trusting Christ in the present. The
future is in his hands - not ours. Because God offers the ultimate certainly to us
through the gospel, it frees us from the need to control our future, and also from our
need to find our rest and security in our finances. This isn’t a call to poor stewardship, but rather a call to radical sacrifice, making our sincere commitments while
trusting that God will take care of us. In preparing for your commitment, you can
begin by praying in earnest for God’s leadership. And then be looking and listening
to follow his leadership, joining with other families in making a joyful, sacrificial
commitment. Even if this campaign does not raise a dime, we will see the fruit of it
in greater unity, sacrifice, community, and dependence on God.

Repairs & Infrastructure
 Repaired paving, curbs, drainage
 Repair Sanctuary Front Steps
 Kitchen Updates
 Sanctuary Air Conditioning
 Restroom upgrades throughout

God ultimately will lead us in which projects
are able to be completed based on the giving
that he raises up through each of us:
Community & Inclusiveness:
 Welcoming Play Garden and outdoor
gathering spaces
 ADA-accessible Alexander (Office) Entry
- redesigned stairs/ramp
 ADA-accessible Chapel Entry - redesigned stairs/ramp
 ADA-accessible Family Restroom on main
level and basement
 ADA-Accessible chairlift for the basement
Fellowship Hall
 New signage along Skinker
 Narthex prep area for food/drinks

Environment & Sustainability
 Reduced Pavement
 Improved Recycling Access
 Bike Parking
 Improved Alexander LED lighting
 Improved Landscaping with Native Plants

“For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty might become
rich.”
2 Corinthians 8:9

PICTURES OF “SACRIFICE”
An expert who works with many church capital campaigns shared some stories with us about the kinds of sacrificial giving
he’s seen over the years. Even though these are just anecdotal examples, they provide some good pictures that demonstrate the concept of sacrificial giving:
A Florida teacher had plans to retire and buy a new car. After being challenged
to pray about what she could commit to the campaign, she decided to postpone
both retirement and her new car, finding herself freed to invest that $40,000 in her
church’s future rather than in her car.
A high school student with an allowance of $20/month decided to commit that
amount each month to his church’s expansion plan to build additional classrooms
and youth spaces. He trusted that God would provide for his monthly needs
through other means and the vision for God’s expanding kingdom was more
compelling.

———
“For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.”
2 Corinthians 8:9

———

Stories like these can make us feel uncomfortable. Maybe it’s because we all know of churches and ministries that talk
about money all the time, and we dread the thought of becoming like them. But these stories aren’t about the size of the
commitment. They are illustrations of sacrifice - of giving that costs us something and requires something of us. Perhaps
these stories of sacrifice make us feel uncomfortable because they describe actions that are so counterintuitive in a culture obsessed with image and possessions. But Jesus’ radical grace frees us from the idols that make us hold on tightly to
our belongings.

Summary of Important Program Dates and Events
April is the Communication Phase of our Building|Community campaign, when we fill you in on everything we’ve been working on and give you an opportunity to start thinking about how you’d like to play a role. During the next few weeks in Sunday
worship services, a few individuals will be sharing their own stories of commitment the campaign. They’ll share how they reached
their decision in response to God’s leading and prayer. Lead Pastor Greg Johnson will also include some sermons that help us as we
begin thinking through this process for ourselves.
April 8:

Start of Communication Phase
April 29:

“Building Foundations Sunday:” announcement
of “Advance Commitments”
April 30 – May 20:

“Commitment Sundays:” times when 3-year
commitments are made by the full congregation

Time of prayer and committment

May 20:

“Celebration Sunday”
announcement of the
total amount pledged

WHAT MEMORIAL HAS MEANT TO A NATION—AND CITY—IN CONFLICT
Memorial Presbyterian Church has a rich history in St. Louis since it began as a social experiment launched on July 4,
1864 at the height of the U.S. Civil War in a city then under martial law. Originally named Walnut Street Presbyterian
Church in reference to its downtown location at 16th & Walnut Street, it was a mixed gathering of Union and Confederate sympathizers intended to test whether the old-school Christianity of Jesus and the Bible could enable radically
diverse people to live together in community.
Among that first generation of leaders was:
A.G. Edwards, (pictured) president Lincoln’s Asst.

Secretary of the Treasury, then fighting for the
Union, who later founded what today is Wells
Fargo Advisors.
Edward Bredell, Sr., Confederate sympathizer

recently placed under house arrest for communicating with the Confederate Army.

Mary Jane Townsend, domestic servant (cook),

black woman and former slave, who developed
Memorial’s Leonard Ave Mission. Overcoming
racism inside and outside the church, Ms. Townsend established Berea Presbyterian Church out
of Memorial thirty years later, saving her wages to
pay the $3,700 for a manse to attract an ordained
minister for her black congregation.

Their sacrifice serves as a challenge to us at the present moment. Northern and Southern. Republican and Democrat.
Black and white. Rich and poor. Memorial had a reputation as the city’s most diverse gathering, an experiment to see
whether Jesus can do what we humans find impossible. That was the vision: to build a community out of natural born
enemies on the foundation of a God who died for his. Tragically, the launch of Berea left behind a mostly ‘white’ church
at Memorial. But the sacrifice of those early members still calls us to join them in sacrifice in order to serve and build the
community of Jesus across lines of race, class, nationality, gender, background and political perspective.

We have a few special worship services listed
below, and please make a special effort to attend
the Celebration Sunday on May 20th when we’ll
announce the results of the pledges, and give
thanks to God.

June 1:

Beginning of the
3-year giving period

6/1/21:

End of 3-year building
period and giving

Summer 2018:

Commencement of 3-year
building and grounds
improvement projects

6/1/18 - 6/1/21
Projects Underway during this period

Meet the Steering Committee
Please be praying for us as we seek to provide good leadership
and discernment in a complicated and time-intensive effort.
Feel free to contact any of us with questions!
Steve Begany, Committee Chair, helps to keep the campaign
organized and moving forward.
Tiffany Clark, Communication Coordinator, leads our efforts
to share the vision for the campaign with the congregation.
Gail Thompson, Advance Commitment Director, leads our
efforts to raise advance commitments prior to the April 29
date when the full congregation will be invited to make
commitments.
Ted Spaid, Special Projects Coordinator and Elder
representative, uses his expertise as a design
professional to help plan the renovations, while
also coordinating our efforts with the Session.
Greg Johnson, Lead Pastor, is the
inspirational and spiritual leader of
the campaign.

presbyterian church
201 S. Skinker Blvd. St. Louis, MO 63105

